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those who had taken part in the cession repented
their generosity, while those who had no part in it
pronounced it fraudulent and refused to consider
themselves bound by it. Swiftly the idea took
hold that the oncoming wave must be rolled back
before it was too late. "White man shall not
plant corn north of the Ohio" became the rallying
cry.

Back of this rebelliousness lay a certain amount
of British influence. The Treaty of 1783 was
signed in as kindly spirit as the circumstances
would permit, but its provisions were not carried
out in a charitable manner. On account of alleged
shortcomings of the United States, the British
Government long refused to give up possession of
eight or ten fortified posts in the north and west.
One of these was Detroit; and the officials stationed
there systematically encouraged the hordes of red-
skins who had congregated about the western end
of Lake Erie to make all possible resistance to the
American advance. The British no longer had
any claim to the territories south of the Lakes,
but they wanted to keep their ascendancy over
the northwestern Indians, and especially to pre-
vent the rich fur trade from falling into American
hands. Ammunition and other supplies were lav-